
Chicago Burlington And Quincy Railroad Map
Part 1: Description, Keywords, and Research

The Chicago, Burlington, and Quincy Railroad (CB&Q), also known as the Burlington Route, holds a significant place in
American railroad history. Tracing its vast network across the Midwest and beyond, understanding its historical map is
crucial for researchers, historians, model railroaders, and anyone interested in transportation history, land development, and
the economic impact of railways on the American landscape. This article delves into the historical significance of CB&Q
railroad maps, providing resources for locating them, interpreting their intricacies, and understanding their historical
context. We’ll explore different map types, digital resources, and practical tips for using these maps effectively, addressing
the challenges and rewards of this fascinating area of historical research.
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Current Research and Practical Tips:

Current research on the CB&Q focuses heavily on digitization efforts. Many historical maps are being scanned and made
available online through university archives, historical societies, and private collections. Practical tips include:

Understanding Map Scales: Different maps use varying scales. Learn to interpret these scales to accurately determine
distances and locations.
Identifying Map Symbols: CB&Q maps, like most railroad maps, used specific symbols for towns, stations, tracks, rivers, and
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other geographical features. Familiarize yourself with these symbols for accurate interpretation.
Cross-Referencing Information: Compare information from multiple maps to ensure accuracy and gain a more comprehensive
understanding. Cross-reference with historical timetables, photographs, and other primary sources.
Using Online Resources: Utilize online databases like those held by universities and historical societies to locate digital
versions of CB&Q maps.
Considering Map Context: Remember that maps are historical documents reflecting the time of their creation. Factors like
land development, political boundaries, and technological advancements influence their content.
Preservation: If handling physical maps, handle them with care to preserve their condition. Use archival-quality gloves and
avoid excessive handling.

Part 2: Title, Outline, and Article

Title: Unraveling the Tracks: A Comprehensive Guide to Chicago, Burlington, and Quincy Railroad Maps

Outline:

Introduction: Briefly introduce the CB&Q Railroad and the importance of its maps.
Chapter 1: The Historical Significance of CB&Q Maps: Discuss the railroad's impact and how maps reflect its growth and
development.
Chapter 2: Types of CB&Q Maps and Their Uses: Explore different map types (system maps, local maps, land grant maps,
etc.) and their applications.
Chapter 3: Locating and Accessing CB&Q Railroad Maps: Provide resources for finding both physical and digital copies of
maps.
Chapter 4: Interpreting CB&Q Railroad Maps: Offer practical advice on understanding map symbols, scales, and geographic
information.



Chapter 5: CB&Q Maps and Genealogy/Family History Research: Explain how CB&Q maps can help trace family history.
Chapter 6: CB&Q Maps and Model Railroading: Discuss the use of these maps for model railroad enthusiasts.
Conclusion: Summarize the key points and encourage further exploration of CB&Q history.

Article:

Introduction: The Chicago, Burlington, and Quincy Railroad (CB&Q) played a pivotal role in the development of the American
Midwest. Its extensive network spanned vast distances, shaping communities and economies. Understanding the CB&Q's
history requires examining its railroad maps—essential documents reflecting the company's growth, infrastructure, and
influence. This guide provides a comprehensive overview of CB&Q maps, their historical significance, and how to access and
utilize them.

Chapter 1: The Historical Significance of CB&Q Maps: CB&Q maps are not merely geographical representations; they're
historical artifacts reflecting the railroad's strategic expansion across the plains and into the mountains. These maps
showcase the land grants the CB&Q received, highlighting its crucial role in westward expansion. They also illustrate the
strategic placement of towns and stations, showcasing the railroad’s influence on urban development. Analyzing these maps
provides insights into land use, economic growth, and the social impact of the railroad on various communities.

Chapter 2: Types of CB&Q Maps and Their Uses: CB&Q maps come in various forms, each serving a unique purpose. System
maps offer a broad overview of the entire railroad network, while local maps detail specific regions and branches. Land grant
maps show the vast tracts of land the CB&Q acquired, illuminating its significant role in westward expansion. Timetables,
often accompanied by maps, reveal train schedules and routes, offering a glimpse into daily operations. These diverse map
types cater to various research needs.

Chapter 3: Locating and Accessing CB&Q Railroad Maps: Finding CB&Q maps requires exploring diverse resources.
University archives, especially those with strong collections related to transportation history, are excellent starting points.
Historical societies in states served by the CB&Q, such as Iowa, Nebraska, Illinois, and Missouri, often hold significant
collections. Online archives, such as those affiliated with the Library of Congress or state historical societies, are increasingly
providing digital versions of these maps. Private collectors may also own rare or unique maps, but accessing these often



requires direct contact and research.

Chapter 4: Interpreting CB&Q Railroad Maps: Effective interpretation requires understanding several key elements. The map
scale determines the ratio between the map's distance and the actual distance on the ground. Map symbols represent various
geographic features, such as towns, rivers, and railroad lines. Understanding these symbols is crucial for accurately
interpreting the information presented. Furthermore, considering the map's date of creation is essential as changes in the
railroad network occurred over time.

Chapter 5: CB&Q Maps and Genealogy/Family History Research: CB&Q maps provide invaluable context for genealogical
research. By identifying the location of towns and stations along the CB&Q lines, researchers can pinpoint ancestral homes
and trace migration patterns. The maps can also help determine the proximity of family members to railroad lines, impacting
their travel and communication patterns. This contextual information enriches family history research.

Chapter 6: CB&Q Maps and Model Railroading: For model railroad enthusiasts, CB&Q maps serve as blueprints for creating
realistic and historically accurate layouts. Detailed maps allow modelers to recreate specific sections of the CB&Q network,
including track layouts, station locations, and surrounding topography. The historical accuracy achievable by utilizing these
maps elevates the modeling experience to a new level.

Conclusion: The Chicago, Burlington, and Quincy Railroad maps provide a window into a significant era of American
transportation history. By understanding their historical context, utilizing available resources, and mastering their
interpretation, researchers, historians, and enthusiasts can gain valuable insights into the railroad's impact and the
development of the American Midwest. This guide offers a starting point for exploring the rich history contained within these
fascinating maps, encouraging further exploration and discovery.

Part 3: FAQs and Related Articles



FAQs:

1. Where can I find high-resolution digital copies of CB&Q railroad maps? Many university archives and state historical
societies are digitizing their collections and making them available online. Search their online catalogs using relevant
keywords.

2. What are the most common symbols used on CB&Q railroad maps? Common symbols include dots for towns, lines for
tracks, shaded areas for bodies of water, and various symbols representing other geographic features; consult resources on
cartographic symbols for more detail.

3. How can I determine the scale of a CB&Q railroad map? The map's scale is usually indicated in a legend or key; it will
show the relationship between map distance and real-world distance (e.g., 1 inch = 1 mile).

4. Are there any books or publications specifically dedicated to CB&Q maps? While there aren't books solely on the maps,
many books about CB&Q history include images and discuss the railroad's development, often indirectly referencing map
information.

5. Can I use CB&Q maps to trace property lines or land ownership? While maps may show general land use and proximity,
they don't definitively show precise property boundaries; consult county records for accurate property information.

6. How did the CB&Q's acquisition of land influence its map development? Land grants significantly affected the railroad's
growth and are often reflected in maps showing the acquired territories, their strategic importance to the network, and their
subsequent development.

7. What happened to the CB&Q after its merger with other railroads? The CB&Q merged to form Burlington Northern, which
later became BNSF Railway; its historical maps remain valuable for understanding its predecessor's network.

8. Are there any known collections of CB&Q employee maps or internal documents? Some archives may contain these, but
this requires specialized archival research and likely direct contact with institutions known for holding extensive railway
archives.



9. How can I contribute to the preservation of CB&Q railroad maps? If you own historical maps, proper storage, handling,
and potential donation to a relevant archive ensure long-term preservation.

Related Articles:

1. The Impact of Land Grants on the CB&Q Railroad: Explores the role of land grants in shaping the railroad’s expansion and
growth.
2. Key Figures in the History of the Chicago, Burlington, and Quincy Railroad: Profiles of influential individuals who shaped
the company's development.
3. CB&Q Railroad Stations: Architectural Styles and Historical Significance: A detailed study of the architectural features of
CB&Q stations throughout its network.
4. The Evolution of CB&Q Locomotives and Rolling Stock: An examination of the technological changes impacting CB&Q's
rolling stock through time.
5. The Role of the CB&Q Railroad in Westward Expansion: Delves deeper into the railroad’s impact on the settlement and
development of the American West.
6. Comparing the CB&Q Network to Other Major Railroads of the Era: A comparative analysis of the CB&Q and its
contemporaries, illustrating its unique features.
7. Preservation Efforts Related to the Chicago, Burlington, and Quincy Railroad: Highlights preservation societies and their
work protecting CB&Q artifacts and history.
8. Mapping the Decline of Steam on the CB&Q: Focuses on the transition from steam to diesel locomotives and its
implications for the railroad's operations.
9. The CB&Q and the Development of Major Midwest Cities: Analyzes the specific impact of the CB&Q on the growth and
development of key Midwestern cities along its lines.
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